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The world is but beginning to rec-

ogTUze thc bread th and depth of the
RflrSsfan tragedy. The calamity is
one thai Lhe hi V ry of centuriesmay

vain for an equal.
Death swept over
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be ransacked in
Smcc the Blaek
Europe nothing
has occurrei

shevistri is
I'eath. The one, because of thc sci-
cnJific ignorancc which prevailed,
was unavQidable. Whal Russia suf-
iVrs waa not ( nly avoidablc, but was

largely artiticially induced. Every
doyfnward step Lhat has come siiice
Lenine and hia crew were allowed tu
gain power was foreseeablc and
lorreseen. All inf Iiigent persons
v ere able Lo write tlie prospectus ot
the progi es.-;'. v oe.

Jn some circles thc notion prevails
that it ii no matter <if common con-

cern what ideas men may entertain,
or .what policies they may pursue, r

what instilutions Lhey may set up.
This is a cold and cruel philosophy.
T here are abyssea of social treason
.whose diggii g is of universal effect.
Doctrine: exist whose application in-
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huihan raci '.' (hie of them
thosky. lt i.r Lhat revolution, using
thc word ¦: it: broad sense, is a con-

suming dragon. Though Lhe rcvolu-
n in mind may have a worthy ob-

ect, P; method is fatal. Nature de¬
mands gradual change .will toleratc
nojOthcr kind. When her way is ig-
noved Nature does not argue. She
a tSi.

¦W lirn small bitj of territory were
cconomiealh sclf-contained, when
each community produced practically
all it contsumed, ;; revolution, as it
¦^ as called, a'uuld take place in some

distant place or city, and thr popu¬
lation be not serii usly disturbed.
I ife in Lhe main went on its cus

lomary way. Bul with the modern
division of labor and all men swap-
pcra of .. urpiut-es. a fundamental dif-
ferenci has eotne. Y\,c inachinery
no*# cai; -top. h is a heart that
must pulfcc on. Vlteration must bc
cradual rr, in an industrial sense,
t ii--' i: ocial death. Some day tho
niem of tli'. la\a doubtlcss v ill coin ;i

aihr for t'pr ;.. ;ial crime and define
quality. But wc ia" perceive it

malignancj without any prohibitory
tatute.
Nov Vork, food exporl ( U us,

uajruld litcrally siar*.« in three .voi'k,
y\-ui off from back count
{ oui parlor and classr*¦

njerdepei Iei -¦¦ f- is largelj
rfiored. There i: blindness i

''a)4 that cxehangi ust go on as

"iry t: .-.'. do and that motl ficaticn, if
mide, m isl bi low. Our half-think-
--j have miud* of Lhe Middle Ages
p looselj talk of revolution with-
li regard to '¦». f.nr il involves.
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And Now Moliere
'After Shakerspeare, Moliere. It is

'..¦-. .y twi thirds of a century
ince that accomplished though tr-

ratic woman, l»elia Baccn, with the
assistance of Nathan.e! Hawthorne,
developed into greut uterar" and
p pular propaganda the the r .t :h-

.. . an in:
tha f Sl ak<

Cl SimiJUl a pl i7at ot the i'.ca

that he did not write the great so
cial comedies which bear his name.

In each case the ignoring of hu¬
man nature is an error which would
be fatal even if there were nothing
else to destroy the thcory If this
charge against Moliere wero true we

¦hould have to believe that one or
several of the greatest literary and
dramatic geniuses of the world
played the part of Sydney Carton
and lived, wrote and dicel unrecog-
nized and unknown to fame. This
offends credulity What map. would
write in cipher without the intention
that some time hia work would be de-
.p. ered? There is no conceivable

\e whiel P-.c?" < >y d have had
*" Li sr ' lays a embodying

le .: *.¦ .. 7-.' p i: r cryp-
... ..ic *¦ .ih not .v re-

ed him, most imperatively, lo
ake precautions for the disclosure

of that cipher at some future time.
To suggest that he would take the

s to conslruct so elaboratc a

h the intention that it
.".er bc read or discovered

.'. !*.*.. .. m . iwn a fo i.
.r, ifter si ty-odd years of

Su ....-, re a on n t roversy,
it s pi rhaps time for some new "big
gi seberry" for the perennial ;i!lj
m on, and perhaps it is as well that

he master comedian of society
ild be its t hemc. We can imag-

ine the giee with which, in the KI.-
bian Fields, thc shade f thc crea! r
of Tartuffe and George Dandii r<

gards thi ip'i for ln "(lrc it n
knov n" whi ( aurc' wears,

Flaws in St. Lawrence Plan.
Frank M. Williams, Now Vork";

7- itc Engineer and Surveyor, has
ii arshaled a numbc r if reasons
'¦.¦..> h '' ¦' mc ri -an partii-ipation in
'¦¦ coi I-."; of a S:. Lawrence
hi{) canal. Physical conditions

along the St. Lawrence route, he
says, are highly unfavorable. Below
S Regis the river runs north of the
forty-fifth parallel of latitude. The
¦* inters art- long and severe and tho
lower St. Lawrence is practically
closed for six months each year. At
the mouth of the river is a zone of
heavy fogs. The Gulf of St. Law¬
rence is known as "Tho Graveyard
of the Atlantic." Insurance rates for;
St. Lawrence traffic are higher than
those for ordinary Atlantic Coast
traffic, and no insurancc can be had
on vessels using thc river later than
November.
The appeal which ihe St. Law¬

rence project makes to the lake re-
gion is largcly psychological. There
is a thrill in the idea that the lake
port* arr to be converted into ocean
terminals and thc present lake
steamers to be replaced by ocean
carriers. The former are an eeo-
nomical type, however. readily load-
ed and unloaded, carrying much
smaller crews for the same tomiage
and paying only a third t.f the in¬
surance premiums whicli ocean
steamers pay. A type suited to canal
u e would have greater draught
and much less speed than the lake
steamer, and its cost of operation
over thc 2,200 miles between Duluth
and thc sea would be far greater
than the cost of operating the pres¬
ent lake craft ani) the Erie Canal's
barges to tidewater at New York.

Mr. Williams says that thc cost
estimate eontained in the Interna¬
tional Joint Commission's report
$252,000,000- i^ much too low. He
believes that if all the 4,000,000
horsepower which the canal advo-
cates claim will be generated as an
incident of thc canal's construction
is actually developed the cost will
be $1..100.000.000, nol including prop¬
erty damages.

The 1,000.000 horsepower which
is to go to the United States, Mr.
Williams also points cut, belongs at
present to the State of New York.
This state would have to pay 28 per
cent of thc Federal outlay on thc
canal, At thc same time power
rights now ours would bo taken
awa: from us and turned over to
a joint American-Canadian cnter-
pri; c.

But it is nol solely because New
York's interests are thus sacrificed
that New Yorkers oppose thc St.
Lawrence project. They believe that
tiie northern ship canal would be a

poor national investment. The bes'
and cheapest route from thc Middle
We to tidewater is now, a- it has
beer for gencratii ns, thal \ ia tht
lake: and thc Hudson Ki'.er.

Thc Freedom of the Knees
In commenting on the present-da>

dres: of women Dr. Elizabeth Thi!
hcrg, physician at Yassar College,
said recently:

"I hope that ti'*- c!.| wa'p waisted
~h corset nevercome; back. To-daj

backache is ;.iniost unknown among
n-.n It is my obsc rvation, aft< r

thirty- four \car& *.¦ Vassar phy&i
cian, that thc women and gnis of to
day ar" very much ijcaltliier thai'
those of twenty years :ig*\ I knov.
of nothing prettier than the calf of
:> young woman. ! am greatly con

cerned about the fr'-'edom of th<-
knect."
Inasmuch as women will dress in

the prevailing style, r.o matter wha-
editors or preachers may say to

them, it is a waste of effort to criti-
cize their present manr.er of dress.
Furthermore it is folly to do so.

Wimen who wear short skirts, loose
rsets, or r.om at all, and no confin-

;ng "1 thing are healthier, happier
.nd m ir- beautiful than the women

h s pictures you see in the pages
Godey's Lariy's Book."

i'i! reovcr, clothes have. little rela-
tion to or effeet on morality. If a

knee-length skirt is modest on a

bathing beach, which it is admitted
to be, it is just ns modest on the
street.

It is an excellent thing for the
women of this generation and
for the children of th- coming
gencration that style happcns to
conform with common sense and
the laws of hygiene. H may
be that styles will change and
return to the old sweeping petticoats
and iron-clad corsets. However, now

that women havo discovered that
they can bo comfortablc without.
eeling immodest they are likely to
resist thc return of the old styles
If they could learn als-j that high
heels affect the spine and increase
the tendency to bowlegs or knock-j
knees tht ir Ircss would soon approx-
imate p rfection.

"Judges in Berlin'".'
li begins to look as though we

shoul havc to reconsider the old-
time saying about there beingl
"judges in Berlin," at least so far as

it is supposed tp be a general assur-I
ance of justice in German courts..
Certainly the exhibition of juridical!
administration which h:\.' been madc
since thc war. at Berlin. ui Leipsie
and clsewherc is alculated to inspircj
neithcr confidenee nor respect.

That any German courts would
administcr justice to any important
criminals of thc war wa., to much
to bc expected, save by those who
daily Iive in titillating anticipation
of seeing tb.e lcopard changing hia
spots. Forced under the Treaty of
VersaiVJes to go through the motions
of trying them, the court made a

practical application of thc principle'
of iii" tishnct which caught in its
meshes only the little ones and let
the big ones go through.
That was the first stop. The sec-

ond in the judges' progress was toi
impose severe sentences upon all
who were found guilty of the slight¬
est disloyalty to Germany. For
playing ducks and drakes with in¬
ternational law, with the interna¬
tional rules of war and with the:
dictates of humanitv there was no

penalty. But. for any act or word;
that could be construed as savoring
of treason to Germany lhe heaviest
of punishments was fitting.

Well, let us for the sake of argu-
ment attribute that to excessive pa-1
triotic ardor. Not so can the third
step be dismissed. When a man

grossly insulted and libeled the!
President of the Keich, he was letj
off with a light fine. But when hc
published something which might be
interpreteil as reflecting upon a few
members of tbe old military ring, he
was much more heavily punished.
The court did not venture to chal-
lenge the truth of the hideous reports
of the lecherous and obscene orgies
of the then Crown Prince and many
of his fellow officers. But it could
not. endure the thought that thus
aspersions were cast upon the old
military gang as a whole, and so it
dccreeel a far more severe penalty
than that imposed for a mere out-
rage upon the President.

lt is a poor showing for "judges
in Berlin." lt indicates that not
only is there no hope of justice in a

case brought against a German by
non-Germans, but also that there is
gross discrimination in favor of
military rather than civil eligni-
taries. The spiked helmef rather
than the Liberty cap is still the erest
of the German "republic."

Synthetic Air
Climatc as a niaker of history has

long been a familiar idea. Now we
have the new notion of man aa a|
maker of climatc.

At the United States Bureau of
Mines in Pittsburgh the American
Society of Hcating and Ventilating
Engineers ha,s established a labora-
tory where, in carefully regulated
air chambers, thc effects of varying
combinations of atmospheric fac-
tors.heat, inoisture, motion, elec-
tricity, etc- are being tried out on
human subjects. The director is
Professor F. Paul Anderson, of the;
University of Kentucky, and co-

operating with him are physicians
of the United States Public Health
Service. At the samo time Profes¬
sor Ellsworth Huntington. of Yale, is
makmg experiments in factories to
determine thr- relation of the char¬
acter of the air to health and to out-1
put. This latter undertaking is an
uutgrowth of e-crtain experiments'
made for the benefit of silk. It was
found that air that wa? a good sort
for keeping silk fibers from stick-jing together was also a good sort
for keeping the silk workers lively;
and thi-. accidental discovery led the
National Research Council to enlisti
thc services of Professor Hunting¬
ton.noted for his studies of the ef¬
fects of climate upon ancient and
modern man.in working out the
formula for an ideal factory air.

Factory workers may have to put
up with whatever fine, bracing air
is served to them; school children,
too, are at the merey of the hygien-I
ists; but. will the general run of us
ever acquire a taste for an indoor
air that is good to breathe? We talk
much about fresh air, and we like
it well enough "in its place," but
how much of it in winter do we al-'
low to enter our stores, our offices,
our restaurants, our public libraries!
.our homes? At the health cx-
hibit h-ld last fall at the Grand Cen-1
tral Palace more than one person
fainted as a result of overheating
and inadequate ventilation.an ap-

propriate but certainly an unin-
tended object lesson in sanitation.

Still, there is no telling. The
mountain air may yet come to Man¬
hattan. Hygienic fasliions are often
slow to start but quick to spread
when once they get headway. A
generation which has learned to be¬
lieve in germs, which has acquired
the habit of the daily bath, which
has seen calories r.ome in and cor¬

sets go out. is not one to gasp at
such a little thing as synthctic air.

"Ccddling" Prisoners
Danger in Uninformcd Critici«m of

Prnal Methods
To th© Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: Thcrc is much s-fvokpii and writ¬
ten to-day of tlie "coddling" of crimi-
nals in prison. Much of such talk i?
by persons who have never sccr. tlio in¬
side 4>t' a prison. Other persons act or

write nn little acourate knowledge, but
with strong emotion.

Prisons are most complicated institu¬
tions to administer. ln the tanie prison
nre all sorts of inmates, rcquiring a

great variety "f individual LreHtmenl.
lleulth requires rxercise. Abominablc
cells at Sing Sing, a century old, and
not such as one would keep H valuablc
animal in, warrant reasonable efVorts
to supply acfivilies for prisoners out¬
side of those cells in early evening
hours.
Thcrc is probably hardly a priiion in

t'ne l'nited States that does not permit
its prisoners an occasiona) basohal!
game within the walls. Disciplinary
troublcs are fewer on that. account and
health is better. This is only one in-
stancc for the reasonable use of recrc-
at ion.

Undoubtedly "coddling" of prisoners
does exist in places. Tlie public, on

tho other hand. would never tolerate a

rcversion to the brutal days of the past.
The danger of the present day is that
eertain members of the public, inveigh-
ing against the "coddling" of criminals,
may do an irreparable damage to the
dcvelopment of tlie pcnal system, which
is fundamentally sound although open
to just criticism in specific instances.

GEORGE W. WICKERSHAM,
Chairman Executive Committee of the

Prison Association of New York.
New York, Jan. 26, 1922.

Torrens Title Cross-Currents
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The enemies of tho Torrens
system of land title registration never
sleep. It has just been discovered that
an amendment has been included in the-
proposed eonstitutional amendments
recommended to the Legislature which
appears on its face to be in favor of
the TorrenB system but which is really
against its best interests.
This amendment is known as Seetion

25 and ls similar to an amendment in¬
troduced bef4»re the last eonstitutional
convention, which the Torrens Title
League and other friends of the Tor¬
rens system opposed and which was

flnally defeated.
The apparent purpose of this amend¬

ment ls to befog tha issue and to draw
attention away from tho bill to put the
county back of the assurancc fund in
the present law, which has been intro¬
duced by Assemblyman Palmer as No.
348 and which completes the original
progTam to make th© Torrens law
workable. JOHN J. HOPPER,

President and Treasurer, Torrens
Title League of the State of
New York.

New York, Jan. 26, 1922.

Weary of Buncombe:
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Vour editorial "Equality'' was

very much to the point. The public is
weary of buncombe. A pertinent ques¬
tion is, How much longer is the bun¬
combe going to come from the legis¬
lators at Albany regarding the solu¬
tion of the housing question by so-

calted rent. legislation?
The legislators of New York State

for six years have made the rents of
apartments rise. The building tradr
unions, material businesa combinations
and financial institutions have their
share of responsibilities in this situa¬
tion.

If any man outside of an insane asy
lum can say that the housing solution
is to be helped or solved by re-enac.ting
legislation which has tied up and driven
millions of dollars out of real estate
channcls, interested groups of tenants
would like to know how the continua-
tion of the burlesque is to put these
millions into circulation again.

BERTRAM BALL.
Yonkers. N. Y., Jan. 27, 1922.

The California Booster
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Some years ago a friend of mine
from the East was motoring in Cali-
fornia. He tried to telograph his wife
about as follows: "Am enjoving my-
self immensely. Roads not particularly
good." The telegraph operator regarded
him with a cold and fishy eye. "You
mean to say," she eaid aternly, "that
the roads are particularly good." As
it was clear that the telegram would
never get through in its original form,
California then being in a paroxysm of
boosting, my friend told her that she
could have it her own way.
The California booster is a very re-

markahle person. The San Francis-
eans knock their own climate savagely
.in San Francisco. As I thought my-
self it was .* pretty good climate, sum¬
mer fogs and all, I used to say so.to
their great amazement.

California is a state which most
Easterners like, and with reason. The
only trouble is that it ls infested with
boosters. They talk too much.

X. Y. Z.
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 28, 1922.

An Authority
IFrom The Chicago Daily Newa)

H. G. Wells thinks the United States
ought to take over the management of
Europe. This is very flattering to the
United States, inasmuch as the super-
manager of the universe. Mr. Wells,
has had opportunity to study the capac-
ities of many aubmanagers.

The Tower
LONG BEACH: JANUARY
The home of the most high God
Is tiled with amazing blue.
Mortal has never trod
Stone of so brave a hue;
The living blue of the living

sea that the whitecaps
trample through.

The walls of the house are gray;
Tranquil and soft and kind.
Color of dusk are they
Or the sheen that His children

find
On the silver wings of the'

screaming gull as he
wheels in the winter wind.

"History'a kind of funny at that,"
says Unclo Abimelcch Bogardus, of
1'reakness. N. J. "It's all about nationa
what overpopulate their territory and
have ware po that they can get moro
territory to overpopulate and hava
wars."

While thc City Hall houses its pri-?
ent tenants it'a diftleult to commiseraLe
wilh those whose rosthetic sensea ar*.

offended by the present Federal Build¬
ing.

J'ltker Rcqulem
Stand by his hler wilh howed down head
And drop a tear of sorroev in it.
Joacphus Dillworth never said:
"1*11 stay. Ini ahy for just a minute."

Humdrum though our life nay be, we
have still the thrill each morning of
bctting with ourself as to how many
locals are going to pass our express,
and if that doesn't agitate our i.erv-,8
sufficiently we can always work up ex-
citement wonderinjr whether the Park
Place esealator is going to break down
before we get to the top.

The rush hour locals, by the way, are
thc trains that usually stop only at thc
ntations.

SHADOWS
Shadows are lovely things,
Slender and tall,
Black on the pool and field;
Black on the wall.
Shadows are lovely things,
Crooked or straight.
Strange men should choose them for
Symbols of hate.

Mabel Wiles Simpson.

People should smile more, Charles
M. Schwab tells the universe, and then
goes on to announce that he's spend-
ing $25,000,000 more on his steel plant.
After frowning over it for several
minutes wc can't think of a single rea-
son why, )f we were in Mr. Schwab's
place, our smiling average for the sea¬
son should be less than 100.5 per cent.

In fashion hera.ldio this column ed. ramps
To frighten the customera sendivg in

stamps.
The Retomlng

There's a little white house cn thc
breast of the httl;

There's a well with a aweep and a

barn;
There's a mow that it takes twenty

wagons to fill;
There is also a hearth where when

weather ls chill,
The countryfolk gathcr to yarn.
There's a rutted dirt road; it's a path¬

way that leads
To simplicity, quiet and peace.
It calls and it beckons the exile who

needa
The scent of its dust, and his weary

car heeds
Its voice and he longs for release.
And one of these days I am going again.
I shall break from the tethering cord.
I shall forget cities; their strife and

their pain.
I shall Iive with the hills. I shall drink

of the rain.
And be most unholily bored.

If His Honor doesn't stop talking
'about the advantages of busscs, the
first thing he Iciw-ws Governor Miller ie
going <o come out in favor of them.

Thus far we have received six inter-
pretations of the Amy Lowcll "White
Currant" poem, recently reprinted in
this, in the manner of speaking, funny
column. The only trouble with most
of them is that they seem to need de-
coding quite as much as the original.

Wc still are uncertain whether we're
too laiy to understand this ultra-mod
ern verss or whether the writers
thereof are too lazy to make themselves
understood.

After all, it may be our environment
that keeps us frora a proper apprecia-
tion of true lyric worth. When you've

isat and glared six days a week for
three week3 at a hat rack, a map of Cen-
tral Europe, last year's calendar and
a portrait of Bayard Taylor, you begin
to feel that aomewhere in the world
there may be more effective inclte-
ments to beauty.

"YATES ONLY GOLFER UNDER
\EIGHTY," announces "The Newarh
News," and W. J. S., who calla this to
our attention, also announces hia im~
petuou* purpose to begin to tutor in
the sport on his eeventy-ninth birthday.
Promlses Leave Us Entlrely Nentral
F. F. V.: You seem to be tinding

some alleviation of the hardshipa of
The Tower. Having promoted a scrapbetween lady contribs, one of them is
promising to feed you pie that she maywin the decision. And you auggest that
it be your favorite kind. Verily, all
crust doth not abide in the Institute.

M. B. T.

Right out of a footnete in Mr. Bots-
ford's history of Greece we've obtained
what will probably be the most erudite
ending of The Tower during our brief
period of janitoring. Mstent
Nulla dits aine linea. F. F. V.
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AND WHEN THE CELESTIAL CHOIR SINGS THE HAlIjELU
JAH CHORUS THEY WILL. PROBABLY JNSIST

ON SINGING RAGTIME
fopyrlptht, 1072. N'eaar York Trlbuno fn

Pcrcy Hammoni
More Truth Than Poetry

By James J. Montague
Mushig, in "Why Lincoln Laughcd,"

over the tender relationship between,
Artemus Ward and the President, Dr.
Russell H. Conwe'.l suggests that it ex-

isted because both men had endured se-
rioua suffering in their boyhood through
the tragic death o? their hrst loves. It
is not generally known, Dr. Conwell
says, that one of Ward's "earliest girl
friends," Maude Myrick, was drowned
near Xorway, Me., and that, although
he never mentioned her thereafter,
save in his last hours, he wrote in an

autograph album once that the saddest
place ln tho world for him was "a
bridge over the Norway brook." Dr.
Conwell concludcs that this Infelici-
tous accident "would also account in a

large degree for Ward's eccentric, in-
imitable liumor." Hp observes that "all
the great humorists from Charles Lamb
to Josh Billings were broken-hearted
in their youth."
Mr. Lardner, Mr. Cobh, Mr. Montague.

Mr. Ade, Mr. Marquis, Mr. Kenchley
and other facetiou3 men of the day may
regret the absence of agonio.s from,
their past when they read Dr. Con-1
well's appreciation of Artemun Ward.
"He often assumed the role of an idlot,
but at. the same tima made the wisest
observations and the cutest sarcasms.
His appearance, even before hc made
his mechanical nod, was greeted by
loud, hearty and prolonged lnughter.
Die saddest forgot his sorrow, the most
scdate gentleman began to shako and!
the crusty old niaid broke out into the
Ma! Hal of a girl of sixtoen. We. may!
read Ward's writings and feel some-1thing of his absurd humor when wc re-!
call his posture ns ho stated solemnly
that his "wife'a feet were so large that
her toes came around the corner two
minutes before she came along."
Dr. Conwell's charming and naive dis-

course on Lincoln and his jester is
based on an interview the author had
with the President tn 1864. As a young
captain tn the Federal army hc went
lo tho White House to intercedc for n

'omrade condemned to be sho4 aml
there, after surceedin~ in his crrand,
listened to the President talk of Arte-
niua Ward for hours. "Hc resta me,"
Lincoln said, "more than any livmg
man." The book scems to explain that
Lincoln laughcd only that he might not
wecp and because Ward's "crude
humor" was adjusted miraculously lo
the tragic. times. Also it suggests
;entler reflections concerning the'
Keith's vaudeville habit at which wo
used to sneer in Mr. Wilson's
anguished times.

* * *
An admirer of John Drinkwater and

'Abraham Lincoln" asked some time!
ago for an explanation of J. F. B.'s
charge that tho play "insulted our<
mighty dead." J. p. B. now writes that
Mr. Drinkwater insulted General Grant
tvhen in the interview with Lee ,t Ap-
pomattox he pictured the Union com-i
mander taking "deep ewigs of whisky
from a blaek bottle, aB if Grant was a
brazen boozer, which he was not, and
insinuating that whisky won the war."
Samuel Hopkins Adams perceives in

Mr. Drinkwatcr's work a calumny even
more searing than that which strikes
at General Grant's martial habits.
When J. F. B. referred to Mr. John
'Drinkwater's taking liberties with
American history," Mr. Adams writes,
"perhaps he had in mind an extraordi-
nary characterization of SecretarySeward as inferentiaHy possessed of
little .learning or culture. Even a
cufsory examination of Seward's writ-
ingg woulu havo auiheed to exhibit Lin-

coln's Secretary of State aa a man of
wide reading and genuine scholarship.
Yet Drinkwater in 'Abraham Lincoln'
gives us this bit of dialogue:

Lincoln (after a pause)."There is
a tide in the affairs of men." . . . Do
you read Shakespeare, Seward ?
Seward.Shakespeare? No.
"Recently I spent some days in the

old Seward mansion in Auburn, N. Y.,
visiting my friend, the present William
Seward, grandson of the Secretary, and
had the opportunity of examining Sec¬
retary Seward'a extensive library.
There are no less than three editions
of Shakespeare in it.there may be
more.one of which is liberally mar-

gined with notes in the Secretary's un-
mistakable handwriting. Yet Mr.
Drinkwater. in a single line, points him
as exhaustively ignorant upon the sub¬
ject.

"Suppose. by way of paraphrase, an
American playwright were to produce
a play dcaling with the life of Glad-
stone and include in it this historical
touch:
Queen Victoria.Mr. Gladstone, are

you familiar with Latin?
Gladstone.No, your majestv, I knownothing of the language.
"The mind shudders at the thought

of what British criticism would do to
him!"

* * *

There ls a good Lincoln story in the
February "Bookman," by Kendall Ban-
ning, about the President's memorable
letter to Lydia Bixby, "the mother of
the five sons who were killed in bat¬
tle," and whose sacritice was happily
shown by later developments to bo less
than it -was believed to be at the time.
The letter, iu which "Father Abraham
reached forth his hand to comfort oih
of the lowliest of his children," and
which is now in the J. Picrpont Morgan
collection, is reproduccd.

* * *
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: T think "Duzen" (writing about
George Jean Nathan) has slightly mis-
quoted the cxtract from the "Odc on a
Grecian Urn." Isn't. it
neaut.v u truth. truth beautT. that U allYe know on earth. and all ye need to know.

HELENE BENNETT.
io Van Rcipen Avenue, Jersey City..fan. 25, 1922.

* * *

"H'.'rgeshcimer's 'Cytherea' will never
bo dramatized," said Martin Herman
tho 4>ther day, "because there is no
actress living who could understand
(ho character of Savina tirovc." Mr.
Herman added that he knew two or
tiirec, however, who would be able to
impenionate thc doll. From several
"Cytherea" casts suggested vagrantly
by newspaper and show men whilo at
luncheon last Friday this is selected
as one of the least impossiblc:
Lee Randon.I.lonel BarrymortapS, Rm,U1°".Margaret Wycherl"M^a^0." 8; //.V..^[iia^StScX^r1". :'''''A«^
Wmfam8^";."M ?.urb"**
Uatiiel Randcn.Harry C. Browne

>K * *
"If Winter Comes" is to be motion-

photographed by the Famous Players-
Lasky Corporation, with James Kirk¬
wood in the role of Mark Sabre. The
picture will be made in England.

Henry* s Latest
(From The Syracus. Post-Standard)
Henry Ford has a new hobby. He

" «.nts the United States to print rail-
ma of gr< nbacks "bas«d upon the

resources of the country," so we may
all be rich. as they are ir. Russia.

A Protected Industry
In dear old Paris, years ago,
When managers produced a show,
And carpir.g scribes
Penned diatribes
Upon the leading actorg,

The actors, as in duty bound,
Next morning sen; their cards

around,
And asked the right
To meet and right

Their cynical detractors.

To-day an actor cannot start
A duel to defend his art,

Although the raps
Of critic chaps

Arouse his savage dander.
He's not permitted to mn through
The writer of a harsh review,

But may assuage
Hi> righteous rage

By bringing suit for slander.

In consequence the critics' stuff
In Paris is becoming rough.

Full well they wot
They can't be shot
For getting mean or funny.

And. if the actor should resort
For satisfaction to a court,

It will not fright
The men who write.
They haven't any money'

A Good Opener
Evidently Kid Wedge thought hii

name would get him into Harvard-

Differencc of Method
The Germar.s have been buying

plots for consulates in this cou-tt*."
Th© time i? part when they coU
niake plots here.

DulfDog
Little is to be said for the eioc

which g-owled at a movie villain un

less he came ln too late to get a look
at the hero.

(Copyrtghi hr "Tamea J. MoBtwus-

Thc St. Lawrence Waterway
To the Editor cf The Tribune.

Sir: Your cditorial this morning en

the "Lakes-to-Ocean Canal" arproacbe?
this subject fairly and frankly. N>
truer word has been said than "i^

West is entitled to thc outlet which '*

economically most advantageous." ^
you anre that thc long. iiarrow loc*
canal acros>> New York State is bett'r
than the St. Lawrence River cau*l '*

all concerucd 1 Granted that, it i» b'*.
ter for N'cw York, if mere incre»»e °'

business and congestion of busine8S&r
better for New York. Perhaps snche*'1'
gestion, however, ia not better for
business.
New York is inclined to dernsna' wh*

she personally wants and to get peevish
if it is not granted. New York is «!er
looklng out for Now York's best in¬

terest, but not always for America s

welfare. lt is naturally galling to thm-

that any city, American or C*naoian>
should rival New York as a eeaportl "

is naturally disconcerting to perm>
ocean bound freight to reach the oceiy»

without permitting New York to taM

its toll for handling!
Perhaps nationalizing and developtof

of the Erie Canal is a good thing. »u

building the St Lawrence waterwtt w
a better thing for present parpgy*-
And perhaps, after New York hM ".*

come one of the best equipped *« **¦*
as most capacious pprts in the worM
and has solved ita local housing, tran»-

nortation. education and traffic pr8*"
lema, it will deserve an Erie ahip ea«»|.

j which may then be built. W. P.'* -¦.¦

New York, Jan. 28, 1921. §


